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tion and alarm knew no bounds. "This is the beginning of war CHAP.
to the knife against our flourishing productive State." The alarm
was fantastic; on the part of the monarch of a great Protectionist
State the indignation humorous. There was a more ominous
thing. William II. adds: "Had we a fleet strong enough to en-
force respect^ the notice to terminate the old treaties would not
have been given; our answer must be to keep in view a speedy
and significant increase of our new construction".1 The popular
agitation for German naval expansion, already inaugurated
from above, was henceforth worked up with sedulous fervour.

in
Meanwhile and later the Colonial Secretary has to cope in
West Africa with German pressure as well as French. This par-
ticular dispute also he inherited from the Rosebery Government.
It is necessary to touch on it, in passing, for two reasons. It
caused inordinate irritation in Berlin, and it did as much as any-
thing to sharpen German diplomatic prejudice against Chamber-
lain himself.
They wish for valuable additions to their cramped colony of
Togoland, but remain loath to offer any real quid pro quo. He
holds that our Gold Coast Colony has already lost enough of its
proper hinterland, and he seeks to save every inch he can in the
basin of the important Volta river just as in that of the lower
Niger. The Germans call him a flinty bargainer, and accuse him
of obstinate hostility. He replies that their persistence in de-
manding something for nothing leaves him no choice. He will
not do business on* those terms. When his difficulties on the
Niger are moving to the worst, they threaten, in the manner
becoming too familiar, that if he will not yield they will com-
bine with France. The weaker they think Britain's position the
tougher they find him.
During the latter part of 1897 contention between the
Wilhelmstrasse and the Colonial Office threatens to come to a
head. Three distinct questions are involved. In West Africa, the
Germans press hard (1) for an exceedingly profitable little piece
1 Grosse Politik, vol. xiii. p. 34 (William II. to Hohenlohe, August 1,
1897).